
 
 
 
 
 
 
YREA COMMENTARY ON THE YORK REGION OFFICIAL PLAN, JUNE 2009 DRAFT 
 
While the York Region Draft Official Plan has a great deal that is commendable, there are huge contradictions in 
some key areas between the rhetoric and the actions. 
 
AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL AREAS - Chapter 6.3 
York Region claims it will recognize and protect the Agricultural Area and Specialty Crop Area as natural 
resources of major importance to the economic and social viability of the Region. This cannot be accomplished 
at the same time as York Region moves forward on situating a polluting, low efficiency, gas fired peaker plant in 
the midst of the Holland Marsh. 
 
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority has reviewed the peaker plant application and in an 8 page 
letter, has recommended that it be denied on the basis of public health and safety and non-conformity under the 
Provincial Policy Statement of the Planning Act and the Conservation Authorities Act. The Holland Marsh 
Growers Association is also strongly opposed on numerous other grounds. 
 
Instead of immediately looking for a sustainable alternative 4 years ago to the electricity transmission which was 
turned down, York Region did nothing all that time and has chosen to take this equally unacceptable route as a 
last ditch effort. With the success of conservation measures, time has not run out to explore a green, 
sustainable option. The York Region Environmental Alliance is adamantly opposed to the peaker plant. 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT - Chapter 7.4 
Achieving a 90% diversion rate from landfill is praiseworthy only if it is geared to a zero waste approach, not to 
incineration. York Region needs to invest more in consumer education and in community based resource 
recovery parks (green jobs) rather than resource destruction. The York Region Environmental Alliance is 
adamantly opposed to incineration.  
 
PLANNING FOR RETAIL - Chapter 4.4 
Single story, single use strip plazas are still being erected at alarming rates. There is nothing smart about Smart 
Centres. These mostly ground floor only plazas soar 2 ½ stories into the air while inside all the empty cubic 
metres have to be heated and cooled. This is a colossal waste of energy and an example of very unsustainable 
design.  
 
HEALTHY COMMUNITIES - Chapter 3 
‘Human health is strongly related to the built and natural environments’. Buildings in the Hwy 7 corridor should 
be set back 100 metres (Hydro Québec recommendation) from hydro transmission lines so the health of people 
living and working in the area is not adversely affected. 
 
TRANSIT – Chapter 7 
The expansion north of a commuter rail line into Aurora and the building of new stations into Vaughan is to be 
applauded. However, to be fully integrated, and for better east/west connectivity, we need shuttle buses to run 
between rail and GO stations and the Yonge and Bathurst Street bus routes. Transportation solutions must be 
designed in tandem with transit friendly communities. 
 
 


