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$ell with $ue Team raises $870 for YREA

In life it is rare to encounter
a person who can motivate,
inspire and achieve results
like Sue Massa. One of the
top realtors in Canada,
Sue’s success stems from a
strong, determined person-
ality that seeks positive re-
sults in everything she un-
dertakes. She has the sup-
port of a like-minded team
which includes Teresa
Scalia, Mila Grech, Marga-
ret Mead, Violet Chew, and
her daughter Rachel.

Her thriving real estate ca-
reer with the highly re-
spected KELLER WIL-
LIAMS REFERRED RE-
ALTY is due to an incredi-
ble work ethic based on
tireless initiative from Sue
and her team. But Sue be-
lieves that giving back to
the community is one way
of being thankful for her
success. This year the $ell

with $ue annual fundraiser
kindly earmarked York Re-
gion Environmental Alli-
ance as the recipient of
their efforts.

As Sue’s environmental
awareness has grown, she
wished to share this
knowledge with her wide
circle of acquaintances.
This year’s July 1 Fire-
cracker Fundraiser was
held at her beautiful home
with more than 50 friends,
family and colleagues at-
tending a celebration with
great food, wonderful raffle
prizes and useful loot
bags. It was all capped off
by a dazzling fireworks
display. Every individual or
family who attended has
become a member of the
York Region Environ-
mental Alliance. Sue
hopes that the environ-
mental information sup-

plied in the loot bags will
help each person make life
style changes that will con-
tribute to their health and
the health of their commu-
nity.
The Staff and Board of Di-
rectors of the York Region
Environmental Alliance
wish to extend our heartfelt
thanks to Sue Massa, the
$ell with $ue team, and all
who worked so hard to
make this fundraiser such
a fun filled success.
Thanks also to the donors
of the fabulous prizes and
to the participants who
contributed enthusiastically
to the raffle and the YREA
membership drive. It is
(Continued on page 3)

Be an Informed Voter!
SARI MERSON

Here we are again, an-
other election! This time it
is a municipal/regional
election. The signs will be
sprouting up all over with
pictures and slogans as-
saulting us from every
direction. We will know
their names and some of
their faces, but what else
do we know about these
people whom we elect to

the position of being the
stewards of our communi-
ties?

During election time we
also hear the plea that we
all must get out and
“VOTE!” Yet just putting an
X next to a candidate’s
name is not fulfilling our
civic responsibility. Unfor-
tunately the majority of citi-

zens do not really know for
whom they are voting.

Here in York Region we
have too many politicians
that are destroying our en-
vironment with pesticides,
The Big Pipe, incineration,
selling off the moraine to
developers, urban sprawl
and the list goes on and
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2 DOWN AND 7 TO GO

Newmarket and Georgina pass pesticide bylaws

While Georgina was able to slip un-
der the radar and pass a pesticide
bylaw without any discord, the New-
market process was much more
contentious. The industry was out in
full force and from as far a field as
Honey Harbour and Mississauga.
Their usual rants fell on deaf ears
however, and when a motion by
Councillor Springstein to defer the
bylaw for a few months did not get
a seconder, they heckled and
taunted their way to an en masse
exit. There was a discernable im-
provement to the air quality in the
room (perhaps we were no longer
breathing pesticide residues) and
the most enlightened council in
York Region proceeded to unani-
mously vote for a pesticide bylaw.

The remainder of the audience was
ecstatic and there was much con-
gratulating and handshaking and a
general feeling of well being when
you know something monumental
has finally occurred. Word has it
that Newmarket is looking at tighten
the bylaw even further by removing
exemptions for golf courses and
playing fields. Many of us are old
enough to remember when these

(continued from page 1)

Voters elected and continue to elect
these people into power to York Re-
gion’s detriment. Voting is not only a
privilege; it is a responsibility that
should be taken more seriously. Vot-
ers should be informed about whom
they are voting for, what these candi-
dates stand for and if they will look to
protect York Region. It should be
viewed as a job application and we
are the ones in the hiring position.
Would you ever hire someone with-
out looking into their background and
references?

This fall, YREA will send a question-
naire to the candidates running in all

surfaces didn't have pesticides on
them. It remains to be seen how the
golf course industry can adapt to
pesticide free conditions.

In the mean time, we have seven
more municipalities still without by-
laws. It would make sense for York
Region to show some initiative and
put through a bylaw for all nine mu-
nicipalities.

With the results from the Environ-
mental Defence study called Toxic
Nation showing that adults and chil-
dren have pesticide residues in
their bodies, there is no doubt that
the non-essential use of pesticides
must be stopped. Nothing the pesti-
cide industry lobby group can say
can refute this study. YREA will
continue advocating for bylaws for
all of York Region.

of the municipalities in York Region
to gain insight on their positions on
some of the environmental issues
that concern us.

The results will be sent out to our
members to help you make an in-
formed decision when you vote in
November.

Reduce Your
Ecological Footprint

Support local farmers!

Aurora Farmers’ Market
Temperance Street Parking Lot,
Hours 8:30am-12:30pm
Dates - Sat May - Oct 7

Farmers’ Market (Thornhill Market
Gardens)

7509 Yonge St, at Elgin

Thornhill, ON L3T 2B4

Hours Thurs 12pm-8pm, Fri
10:00am-8pm, Sat 7am-4pm
Dates - year round

Markham Village Farmers’ Market
Main Street Markham, north of Hwy 7
Hours 8:00am - 1:00pm

Dates - Saturday mornings mid

May — mid Oct

Newmarket Main Street Farmers’
Market

Across from Fairy Lake

corner of Timothy and Doug Duncan
Dr)

Hours Sat 8:00am-1:00pm

Dates - May to October each year

Stouffville Country Market

alongside Stouffville Water Tower on
Tenth Line

Intersection

NE Stouffville Road and Tenth Line
Hours Sat 8:00am-4:00pm; Sun
9:00am-4:00pm

Dates - year round

The Village Market,

Waldorf School,

9100 Bathurst St. #1, Thornhill, ON,
Hours Sat 8:am — 1pm

Dates -year round



FAREWELLS AND NEW BEGINNINGS

It is with regret that we bid farewell to Janet May and Sari Merson. At one
point they were the only meaningful contributors to YREA and carried the
ball virtually on their own.

Truly dedicated to environmental causes, they never lacked for imagination
and campaign initiatives that saw YREA working co-operatively with munici-
palities and NGOs for the first time. Thank you Janet and Sari for all your
hard work and commitment to YREA.

We intend to carry on growing YREA and are pleased to welcome Leslie At-
kinson as our new Co-ordinator. She will be working from her home office.
This will cut costs and there is already every indication that she plans to lick
us further into shape. This time around Leslie will have the full support of 13
directors as we work to raise environmental awareness in every municipality
of York Region. Welcome aboard Leslie, great to have you.

(Continued from page 1) tion regarding buying or selling a

support such as this that gives YREA
the inspiration to continue our work in
education and outreach on health and
environmental issues of concern to us
all.

If you would like real estate informa-

home or property, please contact Sue
Massa directly at 416-445-8844, Keller
Williams Referred Realty office or 647-
218-2880, cell phone.
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Canadians have along tradition of helping
individuals, communities and causes. Y et
this sense of responsibility for the well-
being of fellow citizens and for the quality
of life in our society needsto be continu-
aly nurtured. The Y ork Region Environ-
mental Allianceis very grateful for thein-
dividuals who have recently volunteered to
help usin areas that need attention.

David Peacock has volunteered to be

our new web meister and heaven knows
that needs work.

Sylvia Halligan, a former board mem-

ber is coming back to maintain our mem-
bership database ensuring we keep in con-
tact with all who support us.

AnaMartinezand  J.P.

Di Giandomenico have enthusiastically
stepped up to the plate to compile an elec-
tion candidates contact list so we can send
out our election questionnaire.

Thanks to all of you for dedicating your
time to help out where needed.
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SUPPORTING LOCAL
FARMERS MARKETS

What better way to enjoy autumn’s
harvest bounty than by visiting the
farmers’ markets of York Region. |
had the pleasure of getting out early
on the day the Newmarket Farm-
ers’ Market celebrated its Garlic
Festival. Glad | didn’t have breakfast
because | had the appetite to dig
into a crepe Bretonne, Canadian
style with ham, cheddar, onion and
tomato provided by a food vendor.
As the aroma of frying garlic wafted
over the market | was delighted to
be able to speak with the growers of
vegetables and flowers, the produc-
ers of maple syrup and Saskatoon
jam (he has ten acres of trees) while
making my purchases. On this occa-
sion there was also heirloom garlic
available from the Garlic King him-
self. As | left, | picked up some or-
ganic ostrich steaks, an assortment
of homemade dim sum and spring
rolls, cooked on the spot.
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Another time | visited the Farmers’
Market, also called Thornhill Market
Gardens on a Thursday afternoon.
This market features Mennonite and
Danish baked goods as well as the
largest selection of loose tea
(Steepers) anywhere in York Region.
Both meat purveyors — Stuart Carroll
and Reesor’s carry a wonderful selec-
tion of quality meats. Stuart Carroll
also has a large line of condiments,
while Reesor’s feature great cheeses
and their own natural nitrate free
smoked bacon and deli meats. This
market is indoors and is open all year
round, three days a week

If you are planning an outing to enjoy
the rural fall colours, pick up a free
publication at your local Home Hard-
ware called Harvest Ontario 2006 and
drop in on a country fair or pick your
own farm listed in this booklet. It gives
useful information about Ontario win-
eries, farmers’ markets, fairs, pick
your own farms and country accom-
modations.

By purchasing products from our local

farmers we are ensuring their sur-
vival.

Even at the grocery store, by reading
the labels as to where produce
comes from, | was able to buy or-
ganic potatoes from Quebec and
cabbage, onions, winter squash and
turnips from Ontario all winter long.
This is one way to shrink our ecologi-
cal footprint. When it is possible our
best choice is local organic, then
local, then organic from afar and
lastly, non-organic from afar. Obvi-
ously, we will never be able to buy
local bananas or oranges, but we can
choose local fruits for as long as they
are available. | used to avoid buying
cartons of Tropicana apple juice until
| found out they use apples grown in
Quebec. Be an informed consumer.

See page 2 for a list of the Farmers’
Markets of York Region. All are
unique and have something different
to offer and all are worth visiting and
supporting.



